IV.   SEASONS.
1.   Rbhus.

The Rbhus have been invoked in some seven hymns and
celebrated or simply mentioned by name in a large number
of scattered verses.

They have been addressed as the sons of Sudhanvan
(good archer) (I. 110. 2; III. 60. 1; IV. 35. 1; etc.), sons of
Indra (III. 37. 4) and grandsons of tiavasa (might) (III. 35. 1;
III. 37. 4). They have also been referred to as children of
Manu (III. 60. 3) and as Adityas (VIII. 9. 12).

The Rbhus are bright (I. 161. 11"; IV. 36. 5) like the sun
(I. 110. 4); they are deft-handed (X. 66. 10), skilful (IV.

33.  1, 8), all-spreading (IV. 34. 9), leaders (of the world) (IV.

34. 9), and holders of the heaven (X. 66. 10).

Regarding their ornaments and equipments, we hear of their
metal helmets and fair necklaces (IV. 37. 4) and of their
bright car and fat steeds (I. 161. 7 ; IV. 37. 4 ; VII. 48. 1).

The Rbhus are three in number : Rbhu, Vibhu (or Vibhva),
and Vaja\I. 161.6 ; IV. 33. 3). Fire has been invoked as Rbhu
on several occasions (II. 1. 10 ; etc.).

The Rbhus have been endowed with many powers. For
convenience the works of the Kbhus may be grouped under two
headings : their usual work and past deeds. Their usual work
is to make the charioteer skilful (IX. 22. 6), to lower
the felly of the wheel of the chariot (VIII. 75. 5), and
spread the firmament in a moment (IV. 33. 1). They also
produce grass in the elevated regions and water in the low
lands (I. 161. 11). They bring down Indra's thunderbolt from
heaven.

We are informed of many wonderful past deeds of the
Rbhus: (i) They rejuvenated the old and worn-out parents
(I. 20. 8 ; I. 110. 8 ; IV. 33. 2, 4; etc.). (ii) They fashioned a
car for the ASvins (L 20. 3 ; IV. 33. 8 ; X. 105. 6 ; etc.). This
three-wheeled car traverses the sky without horse and reins
(IV. 36. 1) ; it moves in a circle without turning (IV. 36, 2);
and when this car rises in the heaven, the maiden of the sky
(Kanya) makes her appearance (X. 39. 12). (iii) They made a
cow-(I. 161.3; IV. 34. 9), which is omniform (vi&varupa)
(I. 161.6) ^nd yields nectar (I. 20. 3 ; III. 60. 2 ; etc.). The cow
was formed out of hide {1.110. 8) or drawn out from the hide
(I. 161. 7 ; etc.). They again created the mother (cow) from
the young (calf). They fashioned the cpw for Brhaspati who
drove up the omniform (vi$varupa), while Indra yoked the two
steeds and the ASvins yoked the car (I. 161. 6), They also
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